GREATER NOTTINGHAM PARTNERSHIP

COMPANY BOARD MEETING

TO BE HELD AT GNP, CASTLE HEIGHTS, 72 MAID MARIAN WAY

5.00PM TUESDAY 13TH MAY 2008
AGENDA ITEM 11
Enterprising Britain Competition
Recommendation

The Board is asked to note the contents of the report.
Background
Enterprising Britain, which is now in its fourth year, is a national competition that celebrates and rewards the most enterprising areas in the UK; those places of enterprise excellence that have helped to transform the social and economic fortunes of their area. It is run by Make Your Mark on behalf of the Department for Business, Enterprise and Regulatory Reform (BERR), and is being held in partnership with the East Midlands Development Agency (emda).

The competition is free to enter and is open to all places in the UK, such as a city, town, parish or neighbourhood, that can demonstrate how they have transformed the community through enterprise in the last two years. This may be anything from a town that has introduced specific ways to increase employment in the area to an innovative project that has introduced an innovative enterprise strategy to overcome a particular local challenge. All entrants must be able to demonstrate that enterprise is central to the economic and/or social transformation of the area, while it is not open to individual entrepreneurs or businesses.

The East Midlands has a strong track record in the competition. The Welland Sub-regional Strategic Partnership secured a prestigious award at the European finals of the competition in 2006, while Sherwood Energy Village also won the national Enterprising Britain competition in 2005. Last year’s regional winner, Business Breaks for Young People, was also based in Nottingham and was funded by the GNP. The project taught disaffected young people how to run their own business with life-changing results.
Greater Nottingham Heat
For the 2008 competition, emda asked each of the seven SSPs to submit one entry from each of their areas for the regional heat. The competition was consequently advertised on the GNP website, and the local authorities and various other organisations and projects were invited to submit entries to a Greater Nottingham sub-regional heat by Friday 25 April.
A total of two entries were received by the submission deadline: Sneinton Alchemy and BioCity Nottingham. These were then judged by a panel consisting of myself, Phil Lovett and Gary Smerdon-White.
Both entries were considered to have considerable merit, and it proved extremely difficult to make a decision between them due to their different scales and objectives. However, after some discussion, it was felt that BioCity should be chosen as the Greater Nottingham representative as it had regenerated of a number of derelict buildings within a disadvantaged area of Nottingham and had resulted in the creation of over 450 new jobs within the local economy. BioCity has therefore been selected as the Greater Nottingham Enterprising Britain 2008 winner.
East Midlands Heat
As the Greater Nottingham representative, BioCity will now go forwards to the East Midlands regional heat. This will be held at emda on Friday 16 May. Each sub-regional winner will be required to give a 20 minute presentation on their project followed by a 20 minute question and answer session. The judges selected for the regional heat are:
· Rachel Elnaugh - BBC Dragon's Den
· Stan Crawford - Sherwood Energy Village
· Amanda Woolley - Business Editor, Business East Midlands and Property East Midlands Magazines
Each entrant will be required to provide an insight into the enterprise success and the strategy behind their nominated project. In particular:
· How the project meets the needs of the local community
· How the project fits with the broader regional economic development strategy
· How the project will ensure sustainability in the longer term
They will also need to provide an account of how the place has:
· Responded to the challenges of promoting enterprise
· Formed partnerships and policies to tackle those challenges
· Ensured that its actions have had a positive impact as a result

The East Midlands winner will be announced on Monday 18 May and will receive £3,000 prize money to be used to expand enterprise capabilities within the community. They will also be asked to provide a list of companies who have benefitted and helped the community, and a request will be made to these to donate additional prize money.
National Final

Following the regional heat, the East Midlands winner will then go forward to the national final, which will be held in London during July. Prior to this, each regional entrant will be visited by members of the national Enterprising Britain judging panel during June or early July.
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