GREATER NOTTINGHAM PARTNERSHIP COMPANY BOARD

Company Number 4341580
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Registered in England

Minutes of a Board meeting held at New Art Exchange, Gregory Boulevard, Hyson Green following AGM on 8th July, 2008
PRESENT:
Directors present:

Gerry Beetles; Helen Voce; Nigel Jackson; Gary Smerdon-White; Mike Gilbert; Clr. Alan Clark; Rachel Quinn.
IN ATTENDANCE:

Alison Simpson – Nottingham City Council; Martin Gawith – Chief Executive and Company Secretary; Andrew Morgan – emda; Christine Southwell – GOEM; Grant Butterworth – City Council;  Sarah Hill; Cheryl Hemmings - Greater Nottingham Partnership; 
1. WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS
       Gerry Beetles welcomed Grant Butterworth from the city council.
2.  TOUR OF THE NEW ARTS EXCHANGE

Jim Robertson the acting Chief Executive gave the board and the observers a tour of the recently completed development which received funding form both emda and Greater Nottingham Partnership.

New Art exchange opened in June and is Nottingham’s new contemporary visual arts centre – the only one of its kind outside of London.  The building has public galleries, workshop and performance meeting rooms.

It will hold a year round programme of exhibition, events and activities that will be inspiring and diverse as well as showcasing a wide range of art from local and international artists.
3. APOLOGIES

Clr Steve Carroll; Richard Masterman; Ruth Greenberg, Brian Smith.
4. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
4.1. Approval of Minutes

The Minutes of the previous Board Meeting held on 13th May, 2008 were approved with the following adjustments

Item 4.  Nottingham Hospitals Central Food Processing Unit:
 2nd sentence should read:

It would cost about £3-4 million in total. It is not entirely supported financially by NHS which is why other funding sources are being found.
Item 10 Project recommendations

Declarations of interests were not recorded against Project 10.9. for Gary Smerdon White.

Declarations of interests were not recorded against projects 10.11 & 10.12 for Clr. Alan Clark.
4.2 Matters Arising

There were no matters arising.
5. GROWTH POINT UPDATE
Grant Butterworth from the Nottingham City Council gave a presentation on the Growth Point Update.   Presentation attached.
The Governments national Housing target is 3m homes by 2026.Nottingham’s share is:-
· Gtr Nottingham housing market area is to provide at least 62,250 new dwellings over the 25 years 2001-2026

· Nottingham city share equals 1,000 per annum equating to 15,000 by 2026

· The remaining 62% of planned growth would be in districts within or adjoining built up areas

· Some will be required as Sustainable Urban extensions (SUE)  

· Big city priority will be to ensure housing delivery is not at the expense of regeneration and balanced neighbourhood transformation.
       Achievements so far
·  Board Established – City, County and all districts with key observers.

· River Trent Strategic flood risk assessment completed.
· Initial 3 year programme of feasibility , design, infrastructure environment /capacity enhancement approved

· SUE Study published – this study is available on the web.

6. CHIEF EXECUTIVE REPORT
The annual review with emda which both Martin Gawith and Gerry Beetles attended went well.
Enterprising Britain: - Bio City has made its presentation and is waiting to hear the final decision.
Conurbation Concordat: - the setting up of the joint planning committee was welcomed by GNP.  Martin Gawith said that at present we have more that enough reserved employment land than is required for Greater Nottingham   
City Strategy: - Secretary of State   James Parnell announced a 2 year extension to the project. The funding is in the region of +/-£5m which will be shared between Nott’s and 7 other areas.

7. SUB NATIONAL REVIEW/ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COPMPANY 

Emda have clearly stated that if no agreement is reached between first tier authorities then only will the “status quo” prevail.  This was again confirmed to the GNP chair and Chief executive at the annual review.

Professor Michael Parkinson is currently conducting a review of Urban Development Companies in the region looking at future models in the light of SNR; this could be funded by emda and money from the Nottingham Observatory funds which GNP holds. Gary Smerdon-White felt that any commissioning to consultants to suggest possible solutions should not be done by GNP as it needs to be done by a totally independent consultant - at arms length.

 This paper had 3 recommendations for the board.

1. The board confirm the need for economic activity to be performed at the conurbation level as a minimum.  This was agreed by the board.
2. The board wish to encourage the City/council to consider commissioning independent consultants to work with all partners and suggest possible solutions

3. The board congratulates the local authorities on the establishment of the Concordat.  GNP recognises the imperative of conurbation wide planning.

A question put to the board by the chair was “Does the board want to make this more central to the GNP Agenda?”

An issue was raised by Gary Smerdon-White who has concerns with NDE- liaison/pathfinder projects as he feels that the Chamber of Commerce aren’t seen as a way to get business to go forward.

Nigel Jackson pointed out that he felt points 2 & 3 would be better served if the local authorities were to work in a wider partnership arena.
Rachel Quinn was worried about the boundaries and what the impact they might have on rural priorities going forward.

Mike Gilbert questioned confirmed the GNP focus on economic activity. Any positive benefit GNP brings is at that economic geographical level.
Clr Alan Clark said that NRL is currently having the same debate, and is meeting Michael Parkinson next Monday.
It is vital for GNP going forward that this debate to not be continually reported within the evening post and that there is a period of 2-3 months for everyone to calm down.   
8. PROGRAMME REPORT
This was noted by the board.


9. PROJECT RECOMMENDATIONS
None.
10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Mike Gilbert has received a reply from  Jeff Moore of emda in regard to a letter sent from Business Alliance group about business engagement.
Gerry Beetles closed the meeting at 18.55 pm and reminded the members that the next meeting would be on 16th September, 2008.

……………………………………………………….

CHAIR

Approved as a true and accurate record of the Meeting 
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