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	Item

1. Welcome and introductions
Peter Wheeldon welcomed everyone to the meeting. Those present then introduced themselves.
2. Apologies
As above.

3. Minutes of the previous meeting and matters arising

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved as an accurate record. 
Mike Durban and Helen Mincher had arranged to meet later in the week to discuss the City Local Area Agreement indicators.
4. Declarations of interest

None

5. Presentation on Next Generation Broadband

Pete Goodwin of Accelerate Nottingham gave a presentation on next generation broadband.
There is currently no national strategy for the movement of data across the country.

Most people do not receive the level of broadband speed that they pay for. The current average is only 45% of the purchased capacity.

The UK is not in the top ten countries for broadband speed. Major investment is needed in fibre optic technology to redress this. The US is not much better than the UK in terms of broadband coverage as it is also a market driven economy.

The public sector does not have sufficient resources to make an impact on this issue.

Nottingham has more existing fibre optic infrastructure than most other places within the region.

Accelerate Nottingham is in the process of applying for ERDF and Single Programme funding to deliver a Next Generation Broadband project within Nottingham. The project will focus on the Eastside regeneration area of the City and will deliver high bandwidth broadband to SMEs. It is intended that this will then be rolled out across Nottingham.

The project will focus on developing next generation broadband within four or five hubs – Broadway Media Centre, Mercury House, BioCity Nottingham and Confetti. A business model would then be developed around each hub to roll out provision to businesses.

Initial management of the project would be delivered by Nottingham Trent University and EMMAN. A provider was also needed to deliver the business support elements of the project.  The project would possibly be backed up with business grants to provide new hardware for the participating businesses.
The delivery of the project would be overseen by the Accelerate Nottingham Board. A project management group would sit beneath this.

The Lace Market quarter of Nottingham currently has sufficient fire optic infrastructure to provide high width broadband. However, this is not being properly utilised.
Accelerate Nottingham is intending to submit its ERDF application to emda by the end of January. Internal GNP management arrangements for the project need to be discussed as Accelerate Nottingham is intending to use the ICT SAT’s Single Programme funding allocation as match for this European funding. The BIG SAT was the logical SAT to oversee the project.

Pete Goodwin would discuss the project’s potential management arrangements separately with Mike Durban.

6. Presentation on the Nottingham Tree Station Feasibility Study

Jerome Baddley of the Nottingham Energy Partnership gave a presentation on the findings of the Nottingham Tree Station Feasibility Study project.
The aim of the project was to assess the availability of biomass within Nottingham and how best to utilise this resource. The feasibility study would also evaluate the business case for establishing a wood fuel processing site within the City.
Any type of waste wood could potentially be used by the processing facility.

The UK’s target is to cut its CO2 emissions by 80% by 2050. Nottingham City Council had also adopted the Merton Rule to help reduce local carbon emissions. The City’s Local Area Agreement also requires a reduction in Nottingham’s carbon footprint.

The district heating network needs to reduce its carbon emissions to meet more stringent regulations.
The global oil price has fluctuated wildly over the past 12 months and is expected to spike again within the next few years.

Biomass offers a secure local energy source to address this issue. However, there is only a limited supply available. Prices are therefore likely to rise as the value of biomass increases.

It is anticipated the final feasibility study report will be completed by 29 January. The project’s timescales have slightly slipped. ReNU won the tender to deliver the feasibility study.

If the City’s biomass resources are not utilised these are likely to be bought up and moved outside of the area, negating the potential benefits. Jobs are also likely to be created through the development of any subsequent biomass processing facility.

The feasibility study is primarily focussed on the Nottingham City area, with some assessment of the wider sub-region.

The City Council currently generates 5,000 tonnes of seasoned wood per annum.

The London Road Heat Station has been assessed to see if could potentially take all of Nottingham’s available biomass. The Heat Station currently possesses one coal fire boiler that is not being used. However, it was found that it would not be feasible to convert this to burn biomass.

Three sites within the City are currently being investigated as potential processing facilities.

The final feasibility study report will be circulated around the SAT when completed.

7. 2009-10 project proposals

Nottingham Science City Marketing

The project was seeking a total of £58,750 funding over two financial years to undertake a variety of different activities relating to the ongoing marketing and promotion of the Nottingham Science City initiative. These were as follows:
· The hosting of a series of public scientific debates on current scientific issues under the unifying theme of combating climate change.
· The hosting of an art exhibition and competition for adults and school children culminating in a public exhibition.
· The ongoing publication of the quarterly ‘Wavelength’ newsletter.

· The production of six ‘science hero’ case studies, focussing on local science sector based businesses.

· The further development of the Nottingham Science City website.

· The delivery of a programme of Nottingham Science City presentations to a wide variety of audiences.

· The delivery of a programme of media releases to gain increased press and media coverage for Nottingham Science City.

The following points were raised by the group:

· Further information was required on the profiled staff costs. A more detailed breakdown of these should be provided within the full application.

· It was unknown whether the application had the endorsement of the Science City Board. This should be acquired before the project proceeded to full application.

The project was endorsed subject to the satisfactory fulfilment of the above points. 

8. Update on current and future projects

Mike Durban circulated a paper outlining the SAT’s current project commitments and spend.
Overall, approved projects were largely spending according to profile.
In order to minimise any potential 2008-09 under-spend, following the last SAT meeting Mike Durban and Phil Lovett had held several of meetings with Nottingham City Council and had agreed to bring forward two new projects – Nottingham Science City Forward Plan 2009-11 and Nottingham 2012 World Design Capital Bid. As the group was not due to meet again until January, approval had been sought from the SAT Chair to progress both of these project as emda had asked for all remaining 2008-09 project applications to be submitted to them for appraisal by the end of November 2008. The requested funding for both of these projects had now been formally approved.

Funding for the Business Breaks for Young People Evaluation had been approved by emda before Christmas and the tender had been advertised. The deadline for the submission of tenders was 23 January. Mike Durban and Phil Lovett would report back on progress at the next meeting.
9. Items for future meetings and presentation plan

Mike Durban circulated a draft 2009 presentation plan for the SAT.
The following alterations were proposed by the group:

· The Hive Creative Zone presentation scheduled for May should be put back to September.

· The presentations on the Enterprise Ecologies and Shield Pre Pre Start Programmes should be combined.

The following presentations would therefore be arranged for the March meeting:

· Healthcare iNet

· Ingenuity Programme

10. Any other business

None
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Time & date of next meeting:
3.00pm on Tuesday 5 May 2009
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