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1. Welcome and introductions
Peter Wheeldon welcomed everyone to the meeting. Those present then introduced themselves.
2. Apologies
As above.

3. Minutes of the previous meeting and matters arising

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved as an accurate record. 
It was proposed that a copy of the final Nottingham Tree Station Feasibility Study report should be emailed to the group for information.
4. Declarations of interest

None.
5. Presentation on the Healthcare iNet
Max Pulford and Ian Barr gave a presentation on the work of the Healthcare iNet.

The Healthcare iNet had been established to encourage innovation within the bioscience sector.
The Healthcare iNet was one of four Innovation Networks (iNets) that had been established by the East Midlands Development Agency (emda). They were based around its four key priority sectors: food and drink, bioscience, sustainable construction and transport.

The East Midlands is less innovative than other English regions. The iNets had therefore been established to address this issue. Innovation is defined as the successful exploitation of new ideas.

The Healthcare iNet consortium was established 18 months ago. Current stakeholders include Medilink, BioCity and the region’s universities.

The iNets operate on a number of different levels: individual, organisational, collaborative and regional.

There are six current members of the Healthcare iNet. All of its employees have a background in bioscience.

The Healthcare iNet offers the following services:

· Information and advice;
· Grant funding;
· Brokerage;
· Event organisation; and
· Championing the sector.
The Healthcare iNet is part of the Business Link network of business support. The iNet also provides support on a number of long-term projects that are important for the region – e.g. the development of the new medipark at the QMC.

Since April 2008 the Healthcare iNet has engaged with 180 companies. 168 businesses have been assisted and over £12 million of research and development funding has been levered into the region.

The Healthcare iNet wishes to increase its influence and become more engaged in regional programmes.

It was proposed that Mike Durban and Phil Lovett should meet separately with Max Pulford and Ian Barr to discuss potential areas of collaboration between the Healthcare iNet and the GNP. 
6. Presentation on the Ingenuity Programme

Paul Hamley of the University of Nottingham gave a presentation on the Ingenuity Programme.

The Ingenuity Programme had evolved out of the Nottingham Knowledge Network project that had been previously funded by the BIG SAT.
The project was delivered across Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire by the University of Nottingham, Nottingham Trent University and the University of Derby, and was jointly funded by the GNP, Alliance SSP and Derby and Derbyshire Economic Partnership.

The Ingenuity Programme offered three levels of increasing engagement between universities and businesses to facilitate knowledge and technology transfer: showcase events, workshops and one-to-one engagements.

The showcase events were usually held in the morning and were technologically focussed. They normally lasted around two hours and were free to attend. To date, 12 events had been held with over 300 attendees.

The workshops were aimed at developing skills and were based on current teaching materials. These normally lasted for a full day. To date, 10 workshop sessions had been held with over 70 attendees.
The most intensive level of support was one-to-one sessions held between the university and business. The type of support offered through the programme included student placements and academic consultancy. A total of 15 one-to-one engagements would have been completed by the end of the current financial year. Businesses were asked to contribute between £100-500 towards the cost of the sessions.

Further information on the project could be found on the Ingenuity Programme’s website: www.ingenuitygateway.com. This includes a calendar of forthcoming events.
7. ERDF update

At an update meeting held during February on European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) Priority Axis 2 funding, it had been proposed that the BIG SAT should act as the Nottingham stakeholder consultation group for ERDF funding.
It was agreed that an update on ERDF funding should be included as a standing item in future BIG SAT agendas. This would be provided by Bob Bhabra of Business Link.
8. Update on current and future projects

Mike Durban circulated a paper outlining the BIG SAT’s current project commitments and spend.
Overall, current projects were largely spending to profile and there were no immediate concerns.
9. 2009-10 meeting dates

A list of proposed 2009-10 BIG SAT meeting dates had been circulated with the meeting papers.

It was agreed that the start time of the July 2009 and January 2010 BIG SAT meetings should be moved forwards to 2.00pm in order to avoid potentially overlapping with the GNP Board meetings that had been scheduled to start at 5.00pm on both of those days.
10. Items for future meetings

The following items were agreed:

· A presentation on the findings of the Business Breaks for Young People Evaluation;
· A presentation on the Nottingham Science City Forward Plan 2009-11; or
· A presentation on the Hive Creative Zone project.
11. Any other business

None.
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Time & date of next meeting:
3.00pm on Tuesday 5 May 2009
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