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For immediate release Friday November 21st 2008

Nottingham recognised as European Living Lab

Nottingham has won European Living Lab status to develop its Connected Nottingham programme. The award, due to be announced at the European Commission’s prestigious ICT2008 event in Lyon, France on 25th November, will give a further boost to Nottingham’s recognition as one of Europe’s foremost Science Cities.

The Connected Nottingham bid was developed by local organisation Accelerate Nottingham in partnership with Nottingham City Council’s Regional and International Team and based on a number of leading edge projects developing accessibility to high speed broadband access and advanced business applications.

The Connected Nottingham Living Lab will further develop projects to support Nottingham’s key public agencies, businesses and citizens to work together on innovative ICT schemes in the conurbation. Drawing on a wide range of technical knowledge, experience and leadership it seeks to demonstrate how ICT initiatives can be used to tackle economic and social challenges and acts as a partnership vehicle for the funding and delivery of integrated conurbation-wide ICT projects.

Experience and knowledge will be shared with other Living Lab members on innovative and creative ICT projects, using this enhanced know-how to further develop high quality localised sources of EU research and development funding.

Councillor Graham Chapman, Deputy Leader of Nottingham City Council said it was another feather in the city’s cap: “Coming soon after such successful events as GameCity and the National Science Cities Summit, it shows that we are determined to build on Nottingham’s image as a forward-looking city with a dynamic science and technology sector.”

/ends
For  more information:
Hannah Viall, Accelerate Nottingham 0115 950 6000/ 07786836899  hannah.viall@acceleratenottingham.com 
Notes to editors

The European Network of Living Labs is an initiative sponsored by the European Community. It exists to promote projects which enable users to take an active role in research and innovation, while also boosting the Lisbon strategy for jobs and growth in Europe. Living labs move research out of laboratories into real-life contexts to stimulate innovation. This allows citizens to influence research, design and product development. Users are encouraged to co-operate closely with researchers, developers and designers to test ideas and prototypes. 

Accelerate Nottingham was established as part of the Greater Nottingham Partnership in a bid to promote the benefits of ICT to the citizens of Greater Nottingham and quantify what these developments mean for our city. Its remit is to act as the major catalyst for change in leading, shaping and transforming ICT usage within the Greater Nottingham conurbation and the County; and supporting future workforce, business, education and community developments. 
