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1. Welcome and introductions
Tim Desmond welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced himself as the new Chair of the Tourism, Leisure & Culture SAT. His appointment was warmly welcomed by the group.
2. Apologies
As above.

3. Declarations of interest
None. 

4. Minutes of the previous meeting and matters arising
The minutes were read and approved as an accurate record of the last meeting.
Mike Durban explained that Dave Gilbert of the East Midlands Development Agency was unable to present to the group on State Aid issues due to a prior commitment. He would therefore attempt to rearrange this item for a future meeting.

Shona Powell asked about the group’s previously unallocated 07-08 funding and how this situation had been resolved. Mike Durban explained that all of this funding had now been provisionally allocated to new projects following the group’s May Invitation to Apply for Grant Funding round.
5. Presentation on Greater Nottingham Action on Tourism
Wendy Honeyman-Smith of the Nottinghamshire Rural Community Council gave a presentation on the Greater Nottingham Action on Tourism (GNAT) project, which had been previously developed through the GNP Rural SAT.

Wendy explained the background to the project and emphasised the key theme of local distinctiveness. The project was seeking to develop nine village tourism clusters within the rural parts of Greater Nottingham. GNAT also worked within a promotional framework set by Experience Nottinghamshire.
The project was looking for further funding to continue the development of the existing clusters, as its current GNP funding ran out in 2008. There was also a potential for the project to be rolled out across the county. Future funding would primarily be required for marketing the clusters, as existing resources were currently insufficient.
John Heeley agreed to meet with Wendy to discuss the further development of the project.
Tim Desmond thanked Wendy for her presentation.

6. Presentation on GameCity
Iain Simons of Nottingham Trent University gave a presentation on the GameCity festival.

Iain explained the background to GameCity and gave an overview of last year’s festival. This had been a success and had received considerable national and international publicity. Going forwards, the number of venues had been reduced for the 2007 festival, with the primary venue being Broadway Media Centre. It was anticipated that the festival’s costs would decrease year on year as it became more established. An announcement would also be made on the National Videogames Collection.
John Heeley wished to see branding and marketing aspects closely aligned with the Big “N” place brand platform. All committee members felt that this year’s event would be bigger and better than last years one, and commended Iain and his team on the programme they had put together.
Tim Desmond thanked Iain for his presentation.

7. TLC SAT strategic priorities 2008-11
Mike Durban had previously circulated a draft of the revised TLC SAT strategic priorities paper with the meeting papers. He summarised its contents and then invited further comment.

John Heeley suggested there was a need to update the figures on tourism value and would supply the relevant figures.
Geoff Payne, Learning and Skills Council proposed that his attendance of subsequent meetings of the SAT TLC should primarily be on a “virtual basis”, perhaps attending in person when strategic considerations were to the fore.
8. Update on current projects 
Mike Durban tabled a paper outlining the group’s current project commitments.

Overall, project spend was proceeding largely according to profile. The CCAN Marketing and Communications Strategy project had recently been approved funding, while the GameCity Forwards application was currently being appraised by the Shared Resource Centre. A decision on this was expected shortly. The Hub and Spokes and Creative Industries Consortium CRM Systems applications were also in the process of being finalised and would be submitted for appraisal when they were completed.
The developing Greater Nottingham’s Tourism Infrastructure application was in the process of revised due to the fact that two elements of the original project (the Nottinghamshire Visitor Card and literature distribution system) had been objected to on potential State Aid grounds. The project would be submitted for appraisal as soon as the application was amended.
9. TLC SAT Invitation to Apply for Grant Funding 2008-11
Mike Durban had previously circulated a draft of the Invitation to Apply for Grant Funding documentation that he had drawn up for the SAT inviting the submission of project proposals for the 2008-09 financial year. He then summarised its contents.
Applications for funding for longer, larger projects were being sought, with funding potentially being offered for a period of up to three years. The deadline for submissions would be 1 November 2007.

Mike invited feedback from the group and would post the final version of the IAGF documentation on the GNP website as soon as this was completed. He would also circulate this to the members of the group.
10. Items for future meetings

Two items were proposed, although these would have to be delayed until the new year as the next meeting would be taken up with considering the project proposals that had been submitted in response to the group’s IAGF round. These were as follows:
· A presentation on the Centre for Contemporary Art Nottingham
· A presentation on State Aid

11. Any other business

None.
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Date of next meeting:
10.00am on Wednesday 14 November 2007 
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