GREATER NOTTINGHAM PARTNERSHIP

TOURISM, LEISURE & CULTURE STRATEGY ACTION TEAM MEETING

Time:

10:00am

Date:

Wednesday, 16 May 2007
Venue:
Experience Nottinghamshire, Unit 1.1, Clarendon Park, Clumber Avenue, Nottingham, NG5 1AH

MINUTES
Present
Penny Altham


Nottinghamshire Rural Community Council

Steve Bradley


Nottinghamshire County Council

Tim Desmond


Galleries of Justice

Mike Durban


Greater Nottingham Partnership

Louise Buckley


Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust

John Heeley       

Experience Nottinghamshire

Martin Ingham


National Ice Centre / Nottingham Arena

Peter Milton


Nottingham City Council

Shona Powell


Lakeside Arts Centre

Cllr. Malcolm Wood

Nottingham City Council

Apologies

Paul Elliot                      

Wardencheck Ltd
Geoff Payne


Learning and Skills Council

Stephanie Sirr


Nottingham Playhouse

In Attendance
Ekua Bayunu 

 
The New Art Exchange
Vanessa Rawlings-Jackson
Cultivate
	Item

1. Welcome and introductions
Mike Durban reported that the current chair of the TLC SAT, Paul Elliot, had been obliged to resign from the group as he had taken up a new post with Business Link in Nottinghamshire. It was agreed that Mike would temporarily chair the current meeting.
2. Apologies
As above.

3. Declarations of interest
None. 
4. Minutes of the previous meeting and matters arising
The minutes were read and approved as an accurate record of the meeting.
There were no matters arising.

5. Presentation on The New Art Exchange
Ekua Bayunu of the New Art Exchange outlined the background to the project, emphasising this was a significant investment in a culturally diverse art. She took the SAT through a series of key words which summed up the mission which this new development was seeking to realise.  
6. Presentation on Cultivate
Vanessa Rawlings-Jackson described the work of Cultivate. It was a new audience development agency and it had a regional remit. Its emphasis was on the coordination of cultural activity. Cultivate are working in partnership with Sports England on the Sports Quest programme. Arts Council East Midlands are driving forward the Arts Quest programme, working with 25 venues. 

7. End of year project report

Mike Durban presented the end of year report, which showed spend was slightly over on capital. It was reported at the meeting that event support was slightly down on the allocation. This has since been clarified and all £87,000 allocated to event support for 2006/7 was spent.
8. Update on current projects 
Mike Durban reported that four projects were currently running – Greater Nottingham Action on Tourism, the Nottinghamshire STARS Awards, Bestwood Winding House and Dynamo House, and The New Art Exchange.
Bids for the Developing Greater Nottingham’s Tourism Infrastructure and the Robin Hood Exhibition projects were currently in appraisal.

There had been a series of protracted problems with the Event Welcoming Support project for 2007/10 around State Aid and management fees. The State Aid issue had been resolved and re-negotiation was taking place with EMT on the management fee. 

Two projects had lost their bids for funding. The Shire Hall bid had been rejected by emda on State Aid grounds. It was seen as anti-competitive as competing with other attractions. The Nottingham Event Bidding and Hosting project had also been rejected on State Aid grounds.

A discussion around State Aid issues followed. Mike Durban had asked the SRC to flag these issues at an earlier stage. It was proposed that emda be invited to the next meeting to discuss State Aid.

The SAT still had a large amount of unallocated revenue funding remaining within its 07/08 budget and Mike Durban would issue a further invitation to apply for funding. EOIs should be in before the next SAT meeting. Full applications would be needed within a couple of weeks of the next meeting, with project delivery likely to commence from 1 September onwards. Spend would still have to be completed this financial year.
9. Project scoring and evaluation
Mike Durban reported that there were now two ways the SSP could work:

1. Commission individual projects

2. Invite invitations for grant funding

A scoring matrix had been developed and was circulated. Comments on the matrix should be fed back to Mike Durban.

Emda are piloting the matrix and the GNP will use a similar process with the new bidding round.
10. Items for future meetings

1. State Aid

2. CCAN developments
11. Any other business

Any nominations for a new chair should go to Mike Durban. He would also approach the GNP board for a nomination. 
There was a GNAT event taking place on 21 June.

Peter Milton reported that Nottingham City Council was developing a new cultural strategy.
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Date of next meeting:
10:00am on Wednesday 11 July 2007 
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